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Introduction
· What did Jesus mean when He said, “Follow Me?”

· What is the Gospel message of Jesus?

· “I don’t think anything has been done in the name of Christ and under the banner of Christianity that has proven more destructive to human personality and, hence, counterproductive to the evangelism enterprise than the often crude, uncouth, and unchristian strategy of attempting to make people aware of their lost and sinful condition.”  Robert Schuller

· What was Jesus method of spreading the Good News?

· What did Jesus communicate in His message?

· These are the questions we will be asking and answering over the next 8 weeks.

Read Text – Matthew 10:24-39
I. Discipleship is the key to understanding Jesus’ message.  The Christian is a disciple of Jesus Christ.

A. What is a disciple?  A learner, follower, apprentice…

B. What is discipleship?  The process of learning, of becoming like the Master.

II. The Twelve Disciples – What was their conversion like?  How did they understand Jesus’ call to discipleship, to follow Him?

A. Peter and Andrew – Mtt 4:18-20; Mk 1:16-18

B. James and John – Mtt 4:21-22; Mk 1:19-20

C. Peter, Andrew, James, and John – Lk 5:1-11

D. Matthew – Mtt 9:9; Mk 2:14; Lk 5:27-28

E. What is the common bond that unites these stories?

F. Were these decisions by these five men risky?  Unconventional?  Unorthodox?

G. Would you recommend someone do this type of thing normally?

III. Lessons on Discipleship

A. Setting

1. Jesus’ first recorded, in-depth lesson on discipleship

2. The 12 are being prepared to spread the Gospel of Jesus

3. Jesus is preparing them for the challenges that lie ahead in their discipleship adventure.

B. Five Lessons

1. Misunderstood (vv. 24-25) – true disciples will be misunderstood

a. Why?

b. What was people’s response to Jesus?

2. Valuable (vv. 26-31) – true disciples are valuable and valued by the Father

a. Why should the disciples not fear (2 reasons)?

b. What are they to do instead of fear?

1) Speak truth

2) Proclaim truth

3) Fear God

3. True Confessions (vv. 32-33) – true disciples confess Jesus before men

a. Why did Jesus add this statement?

b. What is He teaching the disciples here?

4. Family Problems (vv. 34-37)

a. Why did Jesus come?

b. What will result from His work?

c. How does the true disciple respond?

d. How did the 5 disciples we studied earlier respond?

e. “We can wonder whether Zebedee was displeased with the decision of his two sons, James and John, to leave him to carry on his fishing trade alone while they followed Jesus.  Running a fishing business alone is not easy.  But the cause of the father’s resentment may have come even more from his sons’ first loyalty being to this stranger rather than to himself.”

5. Self-denial (vv. 38-39)

a. What did Jesus mean by taking up the cross?

b. What is a paradox?  What is the paradox in verse 39?  (Finders, weepers, losers, keepers)

c. “Open discipleship exposes oneself to persecution that may lead to martyrdom.  That is the level of loyalty expected.”

IV. Results of Discipleship

A. Mk 6:7-16 – parallel passage

B. “So effective was their service in Galilee that Herod Antipas, ruler of that territory, for the first time took notice of the impact of Jesus on his domain.”

C. The word gets out when there are faithful disciples, which often leads to:

1. fame/glory for Jesus

2. suffering and persecution for disciples

D. Nevertheless, “the disciple’s course of action should be such that it demonstrates a supreme loyalty to Christ and a commitment to what He has called that person to do in this world.”

V. Responses to Jesus’ call to discipleship

A. 2 responses

1. Refuse the call: keep your occupation and please your family or others first

2. Accept the call: lose your occupation and please Christ first

B. 2 Bases

1. Think in terms of finding your earthly, temporal life and losing spiritual, eternal life

2. Think in terms of losing your earthly, temporal life and finding spiritual, eternal life

How will you respond to Jesus’ call to follow Him??
