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I. Introduction – What Did Jesus Mean When He Said, “Follow Me?”

A. Review – Mathew 10:24-39

1. Christianity = discipleship – learning to be like our Master, Jesus

2. Important Lessons

a. Disciples will be misunderstood and may be persecuted

b. Disciples are valued and protected for eternity by God

c. Disciples love God more than anything and everything else

B. New Lesson – the disciple’s relationship to this world

1. How should Jesus’ disciple view this world’s goods?

2. The 12 disciples – how did they view this world’s goods as we saw last week?

3. Did they ever struggle with worldly desires?  Yes!  They argued over who would be the greatest!

C. Luke 17:22-33 discusses the true disciple’s system of values

D. Read Luke 17:22-33

II. The Context (Lk 17:22-30)

A. The Intervening Period (vv. 22-23): What did Jesus refer to here?

B. The Return of Christ (v. 24)

C. The Suffering of Christ (v. 25)

D. Two Illustrations to give warnings about His return (vv. 26-30)

1. Noah

a. What were the people of Noah’s day doing before the flood?

b. What was Noah doing?

c. What was the outcome of that event?

2. Lot

a. What was happening in Sodom and Gomorrah?

b. What was the outcome?

3. What is Jesus teaching here?  Why these two illustrations?

III. Disciples and Material Possessions (vv. 31-33)

A. The command (v. 31)

1. What is the command?

2. Why do you think Jesus gave this command?

B. The Illustration (v. 32) – Lot’s wife

1. The story – Gen 13:8-13; 19:1-26

a. Read Gen 13:8-13

b. Why do you think Lot chose to dwell in Sodom?  What was the attraction?

c. It appears that Lot made a decision based on material values rather than spiritual values.

d. Read Gen 19:1-15 – What is happening?

e. Read Gen 19:16-22

1) Is Lot attached to this world?

2) What is his response to God’s mercy?

3) How does he end up getting out of the city?

f. Read Gen 19:23-26

1) What happened to Lot’s wife?

2) Why do you think she looked back?

2. How does this story fit into the flow of Jesus’ thought?

3. Why should we remember Lot’s wife?

C. The Principle (v. 33)

1. Seek temporal life of this world – lose real, eternal life

a. The idea of keeping here is that of personal ownership

b. What is an inappropriate attitude for Jesus’ followers in relation to this world?

2. Lose temporal life – gain eternal life

a. “preserve life alive”

b. save real life from perishing

3. How does this relate to v. 31 and v. 32?

4. In light of this context, what is Jesus instructing His followers to do?  Avoid Judgment!!  How?
IV. Application

A. Our condition – “Inclinations to value earthly gains above all else is almost universal among us, but Jesus taught that we must replace that value system if we want to follow Him.”  Robert Thomas

1. Rich people – temptation to value their wealth and material possessions as their security and highest good

2. Poor people and people in between – temptation to covet riches and always want more rather than be content

B. Our Need:

1. Rom 8:13 – If you live according to the flesh you must die.  We must not live according to the flesh and its desires, which means we must not value things that are not ultimately valuable.

2. Faith in the promises of God for eternity.  Only by believing that losing our lives will gain them and preserve them can we truly obey.

C. The practical side:

1. Realize possessions bring no lasting life (Lk 12:15)

a. What are we to do?

b. Why?

2. Realize clinging to this world ends in ruin and destruction (1 Tim 6:9)

a. What is the process at work here?  (Desire for wealth – foolish and harmful desires – ruin and destruction)

b. According to 1 Tim 6:6, what should we seek rather than possessions?

3. Realize the unchanging, infinite value of Christ (Heb 13:5-6)

a. What does it mean to be free from the love of money?

b. What is our foundation for freeing ourselves from the love of this world’s goods?

4. Delight yourself in God’s kingdom and righteousness (Mtt 6:31-33)

a. What is to distinguish the believer from the “Gentile” in vv. 31-32?

b. What is the alternative to seeking to build up our lives here?

V. Conclusion

A. “Whenever our earthly activities cease to be a means of accomplishing eternal goals, we have lost sight of the proper guideline Jesus laid down” (Robert Thomas).

1. What are earthly activities all people routinely do?

2. Why does the world engage in these activities?

3. How can we use these activities to further the Gospel and magnify Christ?

B. Jesus warns His disciples to not become attached to this world.

C. The way we ensure we don’t become attached is by valuing Christ and His promises and seeking God first.
